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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

PROVENANCE
Given as part of the bequest of Weir River Farm by Polly Thayer Starr in 1999.

OWNERSHIP & LITERARY RIGHTS

The Victoria Thayer Starr Collection is the physical property of The Trustees of Reservations. Literary
rights, including copyright, belong to the authors or their legal heirs and assigns.

CITE AS

Victoria Thayer Starr. The Trustees of Reservations, Archives & Research Center.

RESTRICTIONS ON ACCESS
This collection is open for research.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Victoria “Vicki” Thayer Starr (1940- 2013) lived part of her life at her family’s property at Weir River
Farm in Hingham, Massachusetts. She was the daughter of Polly Thayer Starr (1905-2006) and Donald
Carter Starr (1901-1992). The property was assembled in the 1920s by Polly Thayer Starr’s parents
Ezra Ripley Thayer and Ethel Rudolph Clark Thayer who built a summer home on the property in
1929. Polly Thayer Starr inherited the property in 1960 and in 1999 she donated the property to The
Trustees of Reservations.

Victoria Starr attended the Woodward and Winsor schools in Boston and graduated from the
Westtown School, Westtown, PA. She graduated from Bryn Mawr College and received her Master’s
of Arts in Teaching (MAT) from Yale University. She taught Latin at Moorestown Friend’s School in
Moorestown, New Jersey from 1962 t01970, spending her summers in Italy where she followed the
excavations at Cosa, in central Italy, and other archaeological excavations. In 1970 she moved to
Rome where she purchased an apartment and taught English at St. Stephen's School from 1974 to
1976. An avid traveler, she visited at least 28 countries during her time in Rome including, Kenya,
Libya, and Lebanon.
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In 1977, she purchased a 14th-16th-Century stone house in Chinon, France and began to restore its
gardens and frescos, receiving official municipal recognition. In 2001, she returned to Weir River
Farm and converted a carriage barn to a living space.

As an artist, she studied stone carving with Peter Rockwell and created a photography darkroom at
Weir River Farm. She died on 25 March 2013.

Her father, Donald Carter Starr, was born 29 January 1901 in Cambridge, Massachusetts to Edwin
Carter Starr (1867-1915) and Alice Wareing (1877-1950). He grew up in Winchester, Massachusetts
and graduated from Phillips Academy (1918), Harvard College (1922), and Harvard Law School (1925).
He worked as a Boston-area wills and estates attorney and served as Assistant Attorney General for
Massachusetts. He sailed around the world between 1932 and 1934 on the schooner Pilgrim. Donald
and Polly Thayer Starr married on 13 December 1933 in Genoa, Italy. In the 1950s he took a leading
role in converting land along the Charles River into a series of public parks. He died 10 March 1992.

Her mother, Polly Thayer Starr, was born Ethel Randolph Starr to Ezra Ripley Thayer (1866-1915), a
dean at Harvard Law School, and Ethel Randolph Clark Thayer (1870-1953) on 8 November 1905. She
attended the Winsor School in Boston and transferred to the Westover School in Middlebury,
Connecticut. She began studying drawing a young age with Beatrice Van Ness (1888-1981). In 1923,
she entered the School of the Museum of Fine Arts and in 1929, and was awarded the National
Academy of Design’s Julius Hallgarten Prize. Her first solo exhibition was at Doll & Richards in Boston
on December 31, 1930. Her paintings are in the collections of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; the
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia; the Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University; and the
New Britain Museum of American Art. In 1961 she legally changed her name to Polly Thayer Starr. In
2001 she was the only living artist included in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts exhibition, "A Studio of
Her Own"; a banner of her portrait of May Sarton hung over the entrance to the Museum. She died
10 March 1992 in Boston, Massachusetts

Polly Thayer Starr was the 2" great-grandchild of Reverend Ezra Ripley (1751-1841), step-grandfather
of transcendentalist author Ralph Waldo Emerson (25 May 1803 — 27 April 1882). Ezra Ripley became
the pastor of the First Parish in Concord, Massachusetts. In November 1778, he boarded in one of
the attic chambers at the house now known as The Old Manse in Concord. On 16 November 1780,
Ripley married Phebe Bliss Emerson (1741-1825), the widow of William Emerson (1743-1776). One of
their children, Reverend Samuel Ripley (11 March 1783-24 November 1847), was the minister at First
Parish in Waltham, Massachusetts. He married Sarah Alden Bradford (31 July 1793-26 July 1867),
daughter of Gamaliel Bradford and Edith Hickling on 15 September 1818.

One of their children, Sophia Bradford Ripley (July 1833-1919), married legal scholar James Bradley
Thayer (15 January 1831-14 February 1902) on 24 April 1861. Their child Ezra Ripley Thayer (1866-
1915) married Ethel Randolph Clark (1870- 1953) on 23 June 1898 in Connecticut. The couple had
three children including Ethel Randolph Thayer (1905- 2006) who later changed her name to Polly
Thayer Starr; her daughter Victoria Thayer Starr (1940- 2013) is the focus of this collection.
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In 1939 The Trustees purchased The Old Manse. Polly Thayer Starr donated Weir River Farm to The
Trustees in 1999.

Sources

Goodwin, Joan W. 1998. The remarkable Mrs. Ripley: the life of Sarah Alden Bradford Ripley. Boston:
Northeastern University Press.

Polly Thayer Starr Charitable Trust. “Biography.” Polly Thayer Starr Charitable Trusts.
Pollythayerstarr.org.

The Old Manse Manuscripts. The Trustees of Reservations, Archives & Research Center.

Starr, Donald C., Harold Peters, Horace W. Fuller, and Richard Morris Dey. 1996. The Schooner
Pilgrim's progress: a voyage around the world, 1932-1934. Salem, Mass: Peabody Essex Museum.

“Victoria T. Starr Obituary.” The Hingham Journal (Hingham, MA), March 30, 2013.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PAPERS

The Victoria Thayer Starr Collection focuses on the life of Victoria “Vicki” Thayer Starr, who lived at
Weir River Farm in Hingham, Massachusetts. The bulk of the material is from 1980-2004. The papers
are organized into ten series: Correspondence, Literary Productions, Diaries, Printed Material, Media,
Financial Documents, Library, Photographic Material, Posters, and Plans.

Series |, Correspondence, includes thank you cards to Victoria Starr for a house visit, a note about a
Bryn Mawr alumni trip, and postcards.

Series Il, Literary Productions, includes Classics notes, and original artwork by Victoria Starr used in a
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center fundraising book.

Series lll, Diaries, includes calendar pages, address books, and labels.

Series IV, Printed Material, is divided into two subseries: Printed Material and Clippings. The first
subseries, Printed Material, includes Victoria Starr’s diploma from Westtown School and dedication
materials for Weir River Farm.

The second subseries, Clippings, includes information about the opening of Weir River Farm.

Series V, Media, includes video recordings of a television article about Polly Thayer, transfers to video
from older media and CD- Roms of photographs from trips.
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Series VI, Financial Documents, includes financial notebooks of expenses kept by Victoria Starr.

Series VII, Library, includes books about gardening, books with photographs of New England, and a
book celebrating the art of Polly Thayer Starr.

Series VI, Photographic Material, is divided into three subseries. The first subseries, Photographs,
include photographs of cats, photographs from trips, and photographs of Weir River Farm.

The second subseries, Slides, include slides in labeled metal and plastic boxes taken during trips to
places such as Italy and North Africa.

The third subseries, Negatives, includes labeled and unlabeled negatives of cats, Weir River Farm, and
Chinon, France.

Series IX, Posters, includes posters from ltalian performances printed in 1969.

Series X, Plans, includes plans for the renovations of Victoria Starr’s house at Weir River Farm.
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Box Folder Contents Date

Series |. Correspondence

0.1’ (1 box)
Dates: 1973, n.d.

Series |, Correspondence, is organized chronologically.

CORRESPONDENCE
1 1 Russian Postcard 1973 Jan 26
1 1 Blank postcard of grey and white kitten n.d.
1 1 Postcard of Assisi dated July 10 to n.d.

Mrs. Katharine Tucci (stamped)

1 1 Blank Postcards of Newbury Street Mural n.d.
1 2 Thank you notes n.d.
1 3 Card Removed from book New England n.d.

Series Il. Literary Productions

0.5’ (1 box)
Dates: 1966, n.d.

Series |l, Literary Productions, is organized chronologically.

LITERARY PRODUCTIONS
1 4-8 Classics notes and Papers Many Folders 1966, n.d.
1 9 Works and Quirks Notes n.d.
1 10 Original artwork from Beth Israel Book n.d.
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Box Folder Contents Date

Series Ill. Diaries

0.5’ (2 boxes)
Dates: 1986-2009, n.d.

Series lll, Diaries, is organized chronologically.

DIARIES
1 11 Wall calendar pages 1986
2 1 Calendar pages 2007- 2009
2 2 Address Labels n.d.
Address index cards and labels n.d.

Stored in Box 9

Series IV. Printed Material

0.2’ (1 box)
Dates: 1957-2013, n.d.

Series IV, Printed Material, is organized into two subseries, Printed Material and Clippings. Each
subseries is arranged chronologically.

PRINTED MATERIAL
2 3 Westtown School Diploma 1957 Jun 12
Westtown Pennsylvania
2 3 Westtown School Cum Laude Society Certificate 1957 Jun 19

2 3 Photocopy of Bryn Mawr Diploma n.d.
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Contents

PRINTED MATERIAL

Commencement Exercises
Moorsetown Friends School

Institut Scheiddegger Certificate

Certificate for completing Spreadsheet training
In French

Dedication Materials for Weir River Farm
Includes copy of property map
Memorial Service Program for Victoria Starr

The Episcopal Parish of St. John the Evangelist
Hingham, Massachusetts

Business Cards

Business Cards and Brochures

Calling Cards
Mr. Donald Carter Starr
Mrs. Donald Carter Starr
Unidentified

Copy of Desiderata poem

Poem originally by Max Ehrmann in 1927

CLIPPINGS

Loeb has Bomb for sugar men

Article about William Loeb in The Globe

Victoria Thayer Starr Collection - 8

Date

1967 Jun 12

1994 Mar 8

2000

2013 Apr4

n.d.

n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.

1909 Dec 16
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2 13
2 14
2 15
2 16

Series V. Media

0.3’ (1 box)
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Contents

CLIPPINGS
Newspaper Clippings about Hingham
Newspaper Clippings about Weir River Farm
Polly Thayer Clipping

Annotated

Patriot Ledger Clippings removed from 1958
Bryn Mawr Yearbook

Dates: 1991-2010, n.d.

Series V, Media, includes CD-Roms and VHS recordings.

2 17
2 18
2
2
2

MEDIA
For the Starr CD-Rom
Discovering Eastern Europe

CD-Rom of Photographs from a Bryn Mawr
Alumni trip to Eastern Europe

Chronicle
Features Polly Thayer Starr
VHS recording

Transfers from Camescope on VHS tape

Transfers from Super 8s First Camescope on VHS tape
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1999, 2000

2000

2004

2010

n.d.

2010 Jun

n.d.

1991
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Box Folder Contents

Series VI. Financial Documents

0.7’ (2 boxes)
Dates: 1931-2005, n.d.

Series VI, Financial Documents, is organized chronologically.

FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS
2 17 Columbia River Longview Bridge Stock Certificate
Issued to Mrs. Ethel R. Thayer
Financial Notebooks

3 Reddish-brown book of expenses by date,
labeled “ Registro”

3 Tan & Brown book of expenses by date
labeled France, USA

3 Red-brown book of expenses by date, labeled
“Registro”

3 Tan notebook of expenses by date

3 Tan and brown book of expenses by date

Blue notebook of Credits and Debits by date

3 Navy notebook with expenses by date
Labeled “Calligraphe” and 1992 on spine

3 Navy notebook with expenses by date
Labeled “Calligraphe” and 1993 on spine

3 Bright blue, patterned notebook of
expenses by date

3 Dark blue, patterned notebook of
expenses by date
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1931 Sep 29

1977 Jan-1977 Jul

1979

1980

1981-1982; 1987
1987 —1988
1989 — 1997

1992

1993

2003

2005
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Folder Contents
FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS
1 Dark blue, notebook of

expenses by date

2 Materials removed from 1979 Finance Book
3 Materials removed from 1980 Finance Book
4 Materials removed from Blue notebook of

Credits and Debits by date

Series VII. Library

6’ (4 boxes)
Dates: 1815-2011, n.d.

Series VII, Library, is organized alphabetically by book title.

LIBRARY
All about Rock Gardens And Plants

Walter A. Kolaga
Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday

American Eden: From Monticello to Central Park to
Our Backyards: What Our Gardens
Tell Us about Who We Are

Wade Graham
New York: HarperCollins Publishers

America's Garden Book
Louise Bush-Brown, James Bush-Brown

and Howard S. Irwin
New York: Macmillan
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Date

n.d.

1979-1980

n.d.

1995, n.d.

1966

2011

1996
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Contents

LIBRARY
Antique Houses: Their Construction and Restoration

Edward P. Friedland
New York: Dutton Studio Books

Architecture as Space: How to Look At Architecture

Bruno Zevi
New York: Horizon Press

Architecture without Architects:
A Short Introduction to Non-Pedigreed Architecture

Bernard Rudofsky
New York: Museum of Modern Art

Autumn, a New England Journey
Ferenc Maté and Candace Maté
Urbana, lllinois Albatross Pub. House.

The Barn Book

Carolyn Janik
New York City: Gallery Books

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center Book of Writings

Bryn Mawr yearbook
Bryn Mawr Yearbook
Bulletin de la Société des Amis du Vieux Chinon

Société des amis du vieux Chinon
Société des amis du Vieux Chinon (Chinon)
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1957
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1959
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Contents

LIBRARY

Centennial Exhibition: Polly Thayer (Starr):
A Celebration of the Artist's 100th Birthday

Polly Thayer, Nancy Jarzombek, Dorothy Koval,
and Erica E. Hirshler

3 copies
Chinon

Valérie Ferrer-Tarery
Joué-lés-Tours: A. Sutton

The Colors of Fall: A Celebration of New
England'’s Foliage Season

Jerry Monkman and Marcy Monkman
Woodstock, VT: Countryman Press

The Concise Herbal Encyclopedia

Donald Law
New York: Saint Martin's Press

Culpepper's Complete Herbal: To Which Is Now Added,

Upwards Of One Hundred Additional Herbs, With a Display

Of Their Medicinal and Occult Qualities
London: Published by Richard Evans

Cupola Morristown School Yearbook

Early medieval art

John Beckwith
New York: Praeger
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Contents Date
LIBRARY

Field Guide to New England Barns and Farm 1997
Buildings

Thomas Durant Visser
Hanover: University Press of New England

Harper's Latin Dictionary: A New Latin Dictionary Founded 1882
On The Translation of Freund's Latin-German Lexicon

E. A. Andrews, William Freund, Charlton T. Lewis,

and Charles Short

New York: Harper & Bros.

Here | Stay 1938

Elizabeth Coatsworth and Edwin Earle
New York: Coward-McCann

Inscribed to “Emily Perry [sp?] Brown”

Hingham Town Report 2001

The House Book 2001
London: Phaidon

The Islands of Boston Harbor 2002

Edward Rowe Snow, and Jeremy D'Entremont
Beverly, Mass: Commonwealth Editions

The Lighthouses of New England 2002

Edward Rowe Snow
Beverly, Mass: Commonwealth Editions
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Contents Date
LIBRARY
Men and Gardens 1956

Nan Fairbrother
New York: Knopf

New England in Color, A Collection of Color Photographs 1969
Samuel Chamberlain and Stewart Beach
New York: Hastings House

New England, Full Color Photos; Original Essays by 47 Famous 1962
New England Writers

Arthur Griffin
New England 1987

Suzi Forbes, David Gibbon, Ted Smart, and Neil Sutherland
New York: Crescent

New England: A Picture Memory 1990

Bill Harris
New York: Crescent Books

Night Train at Wiscasset Station 1977
Lew Dietz and Kosti S. Ruohomaa
Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday
Old New England Homes 1984

Stanley Schuler
Exton, Pa: Schiffer Pub. Ltd.

Leaves Removed
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Contents

LIBRARY

Our Massachusetts

Susan Cole Kelly
Stillwater, MN: Voyageur Press

The Oxford Classical Dictionary
Oxford: At the Clarendon Press
Railroad Stations

Brian Solomon
New York: MetroBooks

The Rock Book

Carroll Lane Fenton and Mildred Adams Fenton
New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co.

Saving Special Places: A Centennial History of The
Trustees of Reservations, Pioneer of the Land
Trust Movement

Gordon Abbott. Ipswich, Mass: Ipswich Press.

Removed to Reference Collection

The Schooner Pilgrim's Process: A Voyage
Around the World 1932-1934

Donald C. Starr
Cambridge, Mass: Peabody Museum Press

Social Register, Boston 1966

Social Register Association

Includes Ethel R. Thayer and Victoria T. on page 280
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Contents

LIBRARY

These fragile outposts; a geological look at
Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket

Barbara Blau Chamberlain
Garden City, N.Y.: Published for the American

Museum of Natural History

Twelve Miles from the Rest of the World:
A Portrait of the Damariscotta River

Barnaby Porter and Al Trescot
Damariscotta, Me: Rocky Hill Publishing

The Well-Tended Perennial Garden: Planting
& Pruning Techniques

Tracy DiSabato-Aust.
Portland, Or: Timber Press

Wyman's gardening encyclopedia

Donald Wyman
New York: Macmillan

Val de Loire: Hommage a Josef Sudek

Jaroslav Poncar and Jehan Despert
Alfortville: Revue K.

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
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Box Folder Contents Date

Series VIIl. Photographic Material

7.5’ (7 boxes)
Dates: 1975-2006, n.d.

Series VIII, Photographic Material, is further organized into three subseries: Photographs, Slides, and
Negatives. The titles for many of the groupings are taken from her notes, many of which are stored
with the photographic materials.

PHOTOGRAPHS
8 Cats 1975
8 France 1978
8 North Africa 1978
8 Italy (Places) 1978
8 U.S.A. / North Africa 1976-2006

Some photos labeled on back
Several garden photos

9 Unlabeled 2001-2004

Home construction

10 1 Bird Bath Photograph n.d.
10 1 Starr Family photograph(?] n.d.
10 1 Picture of “Benny Cum Laude by Polly Thayer Starr n.d.

Identified on back as 1999.2126

10 2 Collage of Cat Photographs n.d.
10 3 Photocopies of house photographs n.d.
10 4 Group Photographs of Bryn Mawr n.d.
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Box Folder Contents Date

PHOTOGRAPHS
Alumnae Association trip
10 5 New England Photographs n.d.

Alan L. Graham, photographer

10 Album of Event photographs numbered n.d.

10 Pages removed from travel album 1998, n.d.

10 Pages removed from Weir River Farm Album n.d.
SLIDES

11 Metal Box of Slides Labeled Italy, North n.d.

Includes negatives

11 Metal Box of Slides Labeled France n.d.

11 Metal Box of Slides Labeled France Val de Loire n.d.

11 Metal Box of Slides Labeled France n.d.

Auvergne/Dordogne

11 Plastic Box of Slides from Chinon

12 Plastic Box of Slides Great Britain n.d.

12 Metal Box of Slides Labeled Italy, North n.d.

12 Metal Box of Slides Labeled U.S.A. 1964-1970, n.d.
Metal Box of Slides Labeled U.S.A. mostly MFS n.d.

Photographs of Morristown, PA

13 Metal Box of Slides Labeled Sicily/Southern Italy n.d.

Victoria Thayer Starr Collection - 19


http://www.thetrustees.org/

Box

13

13

13

14

14

Series IX, Posters

3’ (3 folders)
Dates: 1969, n.d.

Folder
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Contents

SLIDES

Metal Box of Slides Labeled France? Normandy
Bourgogne

Central Italy

Roma

NEGATIVES
Unlabeled Negatives
Labeled Negatives

Weir River Farm Chinon Cats Hingham

Series IX, Posters, includes posters of Italian performances.

POSTERS

C.l. Caesar

Aster Arti Grafica Roma
Publiposters

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G

Bsd 1
Pontius Pilatus

Aster Arti Grafica Roma
Publiposters

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G

Bsd 1
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Contents

POSTERS
S.P.Q.R.

Aster Arti Grafica Roma
Publiposters

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1

France Chinon Val de Loire/ Touraine Poster
Annotated

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1

Caracalia & His Thermae

Aster Arti Grafica Roma
Publiposters

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1

Messalina

Aster Arti Grafica Roma
Publiposters

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1

Spartacus

Aster Arti Grafica Roma
Publiposters

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1
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Contents

Dates: 1994-2011, n.d.

Date

Series X, Plans, includes plans for renovations of Victoria Starr’s house at Weir River Farm.

PLANS
Plan of Lots Turkey Hill Lane, Hingham

Blueline Print

Hidell-Eyster Technical Services Inc.

Project #01-53060

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Elevations

Renovations for Victoria Starr

Lot B3 Turkey Hill

Strekalovsky & Hoit, Inc. Architects

Drawing number A-2

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Floor Plans

Renovations for Victoria Starr

Lot B3 Turkey Hill

Strekalovsky & Hoit, Inc. Architects

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Kitchen Plan

Blueline Print

Faneuil Kitchen Cabinet

Drawn by Dan Spahn

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
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Box Folder Contents Date
PLANS
Kitchen Plan 2000 Oct 24

Blueline Print
Faneuil Kitchen Cabinet
Drawn by Dan Spahn
Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Plan of Land Prepared for Victoria Starr 2002 Apr 17
Coler & Colantonio Inc.
Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Plan of Land Prepared for Victoria Starr 2002 Apr 17
Coler & Colantonio Inc.
Stored on Shelf next to Collection

Proposed Irrigation Well 108 Turkey Hill Lane 2011 Sep 27

McSweeney Associates Inc.
Environmental Engineering Services

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Proposed Irrigation Well 108 Turkey Hill Lane 2011 Sep 27

McSweeney Associates Inc.
Environmental Engineering Services

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
Copy of Plans of Plots of Land for Turkey Hill Lane n.d.
Two photocopied sheets taped together

Stored on Shelf next to Collection
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Box Folder Contents Date
PLANS
Plan for mansion in heaven n.d.
Mounted

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1

Mounted garden plan

Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G
Bsd 1

Mounted house plan
Stored in Broadside Cabinet 4. Drawer G

Bsd 1

Broadside Cabinet 4, Drawer G

Bsd 1 Posters 1969, n.d.
Bsd 1 Mounted Plan for mansion in heaven n.d.
Bsd 1 Mounted garden plan n.d.
Bsd 1 Mounted house plan n.d.

Shelf Next to Collection
Plans 1994-2011, n.d.

Val de Loire: Hommage a Josef Sudek 1997
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